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Johanna Emgård at work on an Orchis morio, Copsa Mare, May 2019 
 

Every time we draw a plant we are making judgements about what we are depicting. With 
botanical knowledge, we are able to highlight the most important features of a plant, get rid of any 
detail that is not important, and reconstruct a specimen. You have a responsibility when you are 
working for the scientists on specimens because you need to show the absolute truth. Accuracy of 
scale is very, very important, everything is measured and we make sure that the colour is true to 

life. 
 

Lucy Smith, botanical illustrator at Kew 
 

 



his 5 full day workshop, which takes place in a remote farming 
village in southern Transylvania in Romania, is aimed at students 
25 years old or younger with a basic scientific knowledge of 

plants keen to improve their botanical drawing. You shall work 
from live specimens found in the hills above the village. Periods of 
intensive study will be mixed with lots of fresh air, exercise and good 
local food. 
 
The workshop is led by Johanna Emgård, a PhD student at the Center 
for Infectious Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, in Sweden. Johanna is the 
author & illustrator of Humlesjös flora (2009). She was awarded Best 
Exhibitor at The Swedish Young Scientists Fair 2009 for her work and 
represented Sweden at the London International Youth Science Forum 
at Imperial College, London that same year. Her illustration was chosen 
as the front cover of the January 2018 issue of Immunity, the 
prestigious immunology journal. In September 2019, an exhibition of 
Johanna's botanical and medical illustrations opens at Galleri Riddaren 
in Stockholm. Johanna has her own website with lots more information 
and examples of her work. https://www.johannaemgard.com/ 
 
The cost is 550 EURO per person and includes tuition fees, all meals 
and accommodation, and airport transfers (Sibiu or Tirgu Mures 
please). There are just 6 places in this workshop. A deposit of 255 
EURO is required to secure your place. Arrival on 11th July, departure 
on 17th July. The language of tuition is English. You shall sleep & eat in 
the village. Vegans & vegetarians welcome! There are lots of animals and 
insects around including a bewildering array of moths - but hardly any 
mosquitoes! It is hot in July, so come prepared.   

 
 

For details of the studio and where you will stay, please visit 
www.podart.space 

 
For details of the village, please visit 

www.copsamare.life 
 

For more information, please write to James here 
info@copsamare.life    
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